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° Landscape approaches

An avenue for agrobiodiversity & agroecology in the Lao Uplands
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Why a Landscape Approach for the Uplands in Lao PDR?
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. ) X i . . Shifting cultivation fields and fallows provide 48% of total average
» New pressures relating to commercial agriculture, large-scale land investments and socioeconomic income of upland households (five times that of forests), TABI-CDE

changes means that innovative solutions are needed to enable smallholder farming systems that
leverage natural capital and enhance multifunctional landscape values.
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N g . . . 10%
» Diversified landscapes enhance farming systems' capacity to resist or recover from economic or

environmental shocks through multiple income generating activities

Multifunctional

» Addressing stabilization of shifting cultivation in a realistic and practical manner requires clear policy R landscapes
guidelines about the legal status of complex landscape mosaics in the uplands. AggobIOfi'V;FS'tY
ustainable

» The transition from traditional shifting cultivation systems to modern agroforestry systems requires to livelihoods

provide a legal status to the complex landscape mosaics that are the basis of uplands livelihoods.
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Agroecology
Land use

Sustainable agriculture:
crop-livestock integration, soil
conservation, forest cover increase
. Collectively managed: |

livestock areas and 7

testing improved
cropping systems

Experimenting: improved
pastures and forage systems,
upland crop varieties
combined with legumes

Yearly negotiation
Community-based agricultural a d d d g JI;
3 development plans

» In the transition from traditional shifting cultivation systems to
modern agroforestry systems the scenarios initially revolve around
the transformation of crop-livestock-forest interactions;

Current

»Issues related to local land use rights (both individual and communal)
land use

and forest land allocation within three forest categories need to be
" addressed in the land law to preserve the complex landscape mosaics
2016 2017 2020 that ensure the resilience of upland communities and ecosystems.
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